
May 2 Election Reporting
Promoting Public Confidence in Government TEXAS ETHICS 

COMMISSION

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Hello everyone and thank you for joining me for the 1st what will be a series of webinars this year designed to help you understand your obligations as a candidate how to file these reports and just have a greater understanding of the role of the ethics Commission and the rules and laws that we administer and enforce.

 We'll try to do these at least monthly this year. I want to make you y;all opportunity to ask questions and interact with our staff membe.r 

If you do have questions today feel free to put them in the chat or the Q&A and I will try to answer as I go. I will also leave some time at the end for questions. 

It is now january 12th, y’all have a report due in just a few days. This resentation is designed to help you accomplish that. I will go over some of the basic reporting rules, show you some examples of campaign activity and the corresponding reporting obligations and then show you a little bit of the filing system.  
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Overview

What comes next?

Report Content
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Reporting Period  

Do I need to file?

Semiannual and Pre-Election Reports

April 1, 2026
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Know where to file

Local Filers file at level of government 
being sought

• City office (e.g. mayor, city council) = city 
secretary 

• County, precinct office, single-county district 
office (e.g. county commissioner, constable ) = 
county clerk, EA

• Other political subdivisions = secretary or 
presiding officer of pol. subdivision 

3April 1, 2026
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Know your deadlines

Final Report 
• Can be filed when no further reportable activity is expected

• Can be combined with a semiannual report

• Semiannual reports filed until a final report

Pre-Election Reports

4

• Due 30 days before election 

• Due 8 days before election

• Not required if unopposed or modified reporting  

Runoff report 
• Due 8 days before runoff 

Semiannual Reports
• January 15

• July 15

• Due even if unopposed 

Semiannual and Pre-Election Reports

April 1, 2026

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Logged in today listening to me talk uh on a Monday the 12th in the afternoon you probably know very well that your next report is due on January 15th that's your January semi annual report um those reports the semi annual reports are due every January and July until you file a final report those are required if you have no activity those are required even if you don't have an opponent the pre election reports will be due 30 days and eight days before the election they're not required OK talk about if you do um if you're unopposed or if you do modified reporting if you end up in a runoff you have a report to 8 days before the runoff and then like I said before you when you're done with your campaign you're not wanting to run for anything else you're not expecting to make anymore political expenditures or accepting more campaign contributions you can file a final report and if you have no money left no campaign money left that would end your filing obligations until you decide to run again 
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May 2, Pre-Election Deadlines

• January 2026 Semiannual Report –Jan. 15
• 30-day pre-election report—April 2  
• 8-day pre-election—April 24 
• Runoff report—June 5 (if necessary)
• July 2026 Semiannual Report—July 15 

5April 1, 2026
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Know the period covered 
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Each reports covers a distinct timeframe  

No gaps over overlaps in period covered
• First report start date when CTA filed

• Next report picks up where the last left off

30-day pre-election report
• Period begins date of CTA or last day covered in previous 

report

• January semiannial reporting period ends December 31

• 30-day reporting period ends March 23

• 8-day reporting period ends April 22

April 1, 2026
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
So we know we have that January report if you're wondering about what the reporting schedule looks like going forward it's me 3 days and eight days before your election in july but if you want to like written down the place to look at that have the deadlines have the period coverage report all in one place if you go to our home page click either upcoming deadlines or our filing schedules  
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May 2 Pre-Election Period Covered 

April 1, 2026 9
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May 2 Pre-Election Period Covered 
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Know the period covered 
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For most filers….

30-day Due April 2
• Starts January 1, 2026

• Ends March 23, 2026

8-day Due April 24
• Starts March 24, 2026

• Ends April 22, 2026

April 1, 2026
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Who owes the pre-election reports?
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Opposed candidates in the election who have not selected modified reporting 

Opposed  Candidates 
• Someone else’s name appears on the ballot for the same 

position

Modified Reporting 
• Selected on campaign treasurer appointment 

• States intent to receive or spend more than $1,140 in the 
election.

• If you don’t select this by tomorrow you are not on modified 
reporting 

April 1, 2026



TEXAS  ETHICSCOMMISSION

Campaign Treasurer Appointment 
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First thing filed by a candidate

April 1, 2026

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
the first thing that you file upon becoming a candidate is going to be your campaign treasurer appointment now a candidate is anyone who takes an affirmative action to gain election or nomination of public office so even before you file you’re your ballot application you may become a candidate by making a public announcement or seeking support or decline we're wanting to raise money right you really need to have your campaign treasure appointment on file first so if you don't have it on file figure out where you file based on what you're running for and get that on file immediately and then you can go ahead and worry about your January semi annual report r 
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Modified Reporting
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
When you file your campaign treasurer appointment you have the option of electing do modified reporting and what and you would complete the second page of this indicating indicating that you've elected for modified reporting now modified reporting is eligible for a person who does not expect to accept more than $11140 in their election or spend more than that amount in their election and what that means is you don't have to file pre election reports you'd still have to file this report in January if you're a candidate anytime um of December 31st or earlier um but you don't have to file these these pre election reports which is what which we'll talk about 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
So that was sort of a long wind up about the timing of the report but you're here to figure out well how do I fill this thing out and what is this report if you haven't looked at him um this is the the first page of the campaign Finance Report for a candidate or office holders be non judicial candidate office holder the judicial 1 looks the same except it says form JC oh on this page it's just filling out details about your name your campaign treasurer's name you indicate the report type you put in the period covered which you just talked about you indicate the election that it's for the office that you hold if any in the office that you're seeking and then the last bit is notice from political committees so if a political committee contacts you says we spent money or we raise money on your behalf then you indicate that you received that notice and if you didn't receive the notice don't worry about it if you did receive the notice then you'd have to fill out that information 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
this is cover sheet page 2 here is where you have all of the report totals these are sort of the bottom line numbers of the report you have total unitemized political contributions which we'll get into but a contributions received from a person during a reporting period on aggregate see all all they gave you during that reporting period if it falls below a certain amount you can add up all of those small contributions into one number and put them on that part of the form and that would be your unitemized totals and unitemized means you wouldn't have to disclose the name of the contributor the address contributor the exact amount you got you have to keep that information you need to know but you wouldn't have to disclose it for small contributions well one major caveat is that any contribution that is received by electronic transfer like on your antidote on your win red on your act blue on your PayPal and your Venmo whatever right any one of those things electronic transfer contributions in any amount need to be fully disclosed and we'll we'll talk about that what that entails and then you have your total political contributions which would be adding up all of your other contributions your the value of the income contributions and your other monetary contributions you put it there same thing for expenditures you have your anonymized expenditures and your itemized expenditures you would put total expenditures box 5 you have your total political contributions maintained as of the last reporting period that is the amount that's in your bank account one more bank accounts um as of the last day of the reporting period and then you have your outstanding loans money you still owe others 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
On the next page of the cover sheet you have yourself totals and there's a breakdown of the different types of contributions or expenditures or other types of incoming or outgoing money for your campaign that you would disclose so each of these is a sketch what we talked about schedule A1A2B in the subtotal you would add up the totals on that schedule and put that number there 
Schedules are the different types of way that you would either receive money or spend money for example there's a different schedule for monetary contributions cash check truck transfer or in kind contributions really a thing of value that's not monetary you know there's pledges there's loans and then you have expenditures you have political expenditures from your political contributions right spending the money to other people gave you to get elected you have unpaid incurred obligations that's you're committed to spend a known amount of money on anything but you haven't just paid it yet um you can't you know promise to pay for things in a way to sort of sandbag your opponent you have to disclose them when the obligation is incurred that's that schedule if you purchase investments from your political contributions there's a schedule for that there's a special schedule for just made that credit card um there's a schedule schedule G for political expenditures made from personal funds right so if you and and the rule there is that if if you spend money for your campaign out of your own personal money you still have to disclose that um if you spend if you're already in office and you're spending money for an office holder expense through not your campaign you only need to report that if it comes from personal funds you only need to report that if you want to be eligible to have that reimbursed in the future and there's a few other schedule OK you might need it's it's where you put basically money coming back to the campaign that's not a contribution so your credits your refunds contributions that i returned that sort of 
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Contributions

Total Contributions Maintained 
• Amount in one or more accounts as of last day of reporting 

period

• Includes things readily convertible to cash (stocks, bonds, 
etc.)

Itemized

18

• Lists name, date, amount on appropriate schedule

• Other information may be required depending on amount 
and filer type

Total Contributions in a Reporting Period
• Sum of unitemized, itemized, and value of in-kind 

contributions

Unitemized 
• Contributions of $110 or less from a person in aggregate 

during a reporting period

• Must maintain records to know whether  it can be 
unitemized

• All electronic contributions must be itemized

April 1, 2026

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
So contributions can be itemized or unitemized depending on the amount that you're receiving in the manner in which you receive it we've talked about that if it's itemized that just means it goes on the schedule either A1 or A2 it includes the name the date and the amount and you list other information there's some other information that you may be required to include depending on the amount which will be the amount and the type of file you that you are we'll we'll talk about that 
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Fundraiser Example #1

19

On Feb. 23rd, you, a candidate for mayor,  held a campaign fundraiser dinner, at 
which a painting was offered for auction.

The painting was donated to the campaign by an artist who valued it at $2,000.

Fifty attendees paid $100 a ticket for the dinner. 

At the end of the auction, the highest bidder paid $2,500 for the painting.

April 1, 2026

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Now I'll give you a couple of examples of fundraising of money that you may be receiving and and how that gets reported so in this example you hold a fundraising dinner on November 23rd and add the dinner there's a painting that's those auctioned off the painting was donated to the campaign by an artist who valued it at $1000 the attendees paid $100 a ticket for the dinner and at the end of the auction the highest bidder paid $2500 for the painting 
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Does anything need to be itemized 
on the 30-day report?

• Yes, you would itemize the following:
 

• A $2,000 in-kind contribution for the donated 
painting; and

• $2,500 monetary contribution for the 
purchase of the painting.

• The purchasers of the $100 tickets would 
not need to be itemized if that is all that 
each contributed during the reporting 
period. 

20April 1, 2026

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Based on this scenario the question is what needs to be itemized disclosed on the January semi annual report. 

In this scenario we have 3 distinct types of contributions here you have the $1000 Indian in kind contribution for the donated painting you have the $2500 monetary contribution for the purchase of the painting and then you have all those $100 tickets to attend this fundraising dinner now the $1000 in kind contribution for the painting would need to be itemized the $2500 monetary contribution for the for the painting would also need to be itemized and then the purchase the tickets since they they're less than $110 they would not need to be itemized if that is all that each of the purchasers contributed during that reporting period however if they had given you more during that reporting period you'd need to disclose the $100 as one contribution and then whenever they gave you additional money you would disclose that other contribution as well in the itemized schedule however if that's each if you had 10 different people who gave you a $100 you could aggregate those all and that's all they gave you you could aggregate those all $1000 a unitemized contribution 
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What schedules do you use to report this activity?

21April 1, 2026

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
You would use schedule 82 to disclose the in kind contribution of the painting 
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What schedules do you use to 
report this activity?

22April 1, 2026

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Then you schedule a one to disclose the contribution in the form of the payment for the for the painting by one of the attendees plus their $100 ticket 
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Coversheet totals
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Expenditures 

Payment Processing Fees 
• Payments for processing fees can be reported as a single 

expenditure for each payment processor 

Unitemized
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• $220 amount  per payee per reporting period limit

Itemized
• Name, address, date, amount and a description of the 

purpose 

Timing
• Expenditure is made at the time obligation is incurred 

• Exception for periodic bills such as utilities

April 1, 2026
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Expenditures  cont.

Special Rules
• Payment processing fees can be reported as a single 

expenditure for each payment processor 

• Staff reimbursements not exceeding $7,300

Pol. Expenditures from Pol. Funds
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• Expenditures under $220 can be disclosed as a single 
amount of unitemized expenditures

• $220 amount is a limit per payee per reporting period

Expenditures from Personal Funds

• Schedule G; or 

• Loan to self then Schedule F1

Incurred but unpaid obligations

April 1, 2026
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Expenditures
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January 15th: You place an order to have some newsletters printed to mail to your 
constituents.

At the time, the printer told you the order would cost exactly $2,000 and he would 
send you an invoice. You agree.

March 20th: You receive the newsletters and an invoice payable in 60 days. 

March 25th: You mail the vendor a check from your political account. 

April 1, 2026
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What do you report on the January semiannual?

• Use Schedule F2 (Unpaid Incurred Obligations) to report the expense you owe but have not 
yet paid as of the end of the reporting period.

• Enter the full name & address of the vendor, & amount.

• Date: January 15th (date the amount was readily determinable).  

• Category: “Printing Expense.” 

• Description: “Officeholder newsletter for constituents.” 

• Remember: the amount is readily determinable if the vendor can provide you the total upon 
request. You should ask the vendor to provide the total at the time you place the order.

27April 1, 2026
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Do you report anything else?
• Yes. Report the payment to the vendor on your next report.

• Use Schedule F1 (Political Expenditures Made From Political 
Contributions).

• Enter full name & address of the vendor, & amount of payment.

• Date: March 25th (date payment was made). 

• Category: “Printing Expense.” 

• Description: “Officeholder newsletter for constituents.” 

 
28April 1, 2026
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Incurred Obligations
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Remember:  The date of the expenditure is not necessarily the date 
the goods or services are received.

Note that the date the invoice and goods were received is not 
reportable in this example.

April 1, 2026
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What if you paid the 
vendor immediately 
upon receiving the 
invoice on 
March 20th?

• You do not report the incurred 
obligation on Schedule F2 (Unpaid 
Incurred Obligations) because you 
paid the obligation in the same 
period it was incurred.

• You only report the payment to the 
vendor on Schedule F1 (Political 
Expenditures Made From Political 
Contributions) on the January 
semiannual.

• Enter the full name & address of the 
vendor, amount, and date the 
amount was readily determinable 
(December 15th).
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How to 
file?

31

TEC filers file electronically, with 
limited exceptions

Local filers can file on paper BUT 
can use the TEC app create the 
report and then print and file 

April 1, 2026
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Questions? 
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Helpline: 512 463-5800

Email: helpline@ethics.state.tx.us

April 1, 2026
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